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Abstract

This research aims to study urban transformations that have occurred in the city of
Hebron since Taba agreement (Hebron protocol 1997) until the present time in each of
the regions H1 (the district managed by the Palestinian Authority) and H2 (the Hebron
city part under the lIsraeli control). The study used many approaches to reach the
required results including the descriptive approach, the comparative approach and the
spatial analytical approach to monitor changes in urban transformations in terms of
quantity and quality during different periods through the use of (Geographic Information
Systems) (GIS) techniques, and the use of interviews with relevant experts in addition

to field work.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which is the demonstration of
the role played by the Hebron Protocol Agreement in limiting the urban growth and
expansion of the city. The study showed the extent of the influence of the political
classification of the city of Hebron (H1, H2) by limiting the urban expansion to Area HI,
and prohibiting Palestinian urbanization in area designated as H2, which led to the

concentration of Palestinian urbanization on a limited area of land.

The urban expansion extended to the East due to the lack of slope and easy access to
services, but after building Israeli settlements and bypass roads there is a reverse of
the direction of urban expansion towards the West despite its steep slope. The second

important area of urban expansion extends over 10, 000 Dunams and located in the




southern part of the city, it is separated from the major central part of the city by an

Israeli bypass road.

Taking in consideration two scenarios, the study tried to determine areas appropriate for
urban expansion in Hebron. The first scenario assumes the continuity of the status qua
of the lIsraeli occupation and the related agreements between Israel and Palestinian
Authority. On the other hand, the second scenario suggests the end of the occupation
and consequently the geopolitical land classification assigned by Oslo and Taba
Agreements. Application of the first scenario shows that developable land is fragmented
and mainly located in the central part of the city and sum up to 926 Dunams. On the
other hand, the total developable land could amount up to 1129 Dunams in case of the

second scenario
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